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Dear Israel friends,

Israel Day is still fresh in our minds. Despite the fact that it was 
not possible to welcome visitors in Geldermalsen, the Netherlands, 
many were connected via livestream. As a result, there were now 
more “visitors” than would have fit in the church under normal cir-
cumstances. 
During Israel Day, Rev. M.H. Schot interviewed Rev. M.L. Dekker 
about “a home for the Nechama congregation,” the training of the 
consistory of the congregation in Nazareth, and other topics. You 
can read more about it in the Israel Day report.
After Israel Day, the Board took leave of Board member Rev. D. 
de Wit. Our beloved brother has been able to give his strength to 
the Jewish people for about twenty years. In particular, he contrib-
uted greatly to the teaching at the Reformed Theological Seminary, 
where Ukrainian office-bearers are instructed in the Reformed doc-
trines. He was also secretary of the Board for a number of years 
(2009-2021). For a long time, he also headed the Other Countries 

Committee, which mainly includes Ukraine and Moldavia.
After various considerations, our brother decided with pain in his 
heart to leave the Board. The health situation at home demands a 
lot of his attention and limits him. We are sorry to see him go, but at 
the same time we realize that it is God’s time. The God of all grace 
be with him and his wife, who was the Board’s minutes secretary 
for fifteen years. 

In this issue, you will also read about the interesting theme meeting 
regarding “The Old and the New Covenants,” which was broad-
casted via livestream last fall. 

Finally, in this Israel Magazine, attention is paid to our children. 
You can read an interview with a member of the Board’s Education 
Committee, and there is a quiz for the children. How great it would 
be if these activities could lead to a love for the Jewish people among 
the children, so that this work may have an indelible place in their 
prayers.

ISRAEL
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1751508 Israel
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SERIES INTERVIEWS WITH VOLUNTEERS 2

A large number of volunteers is active for the Board. In 
this series, you will read contributions from these people, 
who often do important work in the background. In this 
second article, we ask a number of questions to Tamara 
Bruijnzeel-Lodder, who has been a member of the Board’s 
Education Committee for many years.

Since when have you been a volunteer?  
About thirteen years ago, my class and I held a campaign to raise 
money for war trauma relief for children from Sderot, a town a 
few hundred meters from the Gaza Strip. It actually started with 
that, because a few weeks later I received a call from the office to 
ask if I was willing to be at an auction at a book table. The work 
among the Jews already had a place in my heart and that is why 
I was happy to participate in this. 

What have you committed yourself to? 
In the beginning, for example, I helped with the sales table. Be-
cause I worked in education, we soon discussed the possibilities 
of involving education more in the work of the Board. There was 
a desire within the Board to set up an Education Committee. I be-
came one of its members. Among other things, we have compiled 
lesson plans and developed a website for teachers and students. 
We have worked together on various campaigns, developed sales 
material, and written the children’s page in Israel Magazine. 
When Israel Day still took place in Hardinxveld-Giessendam, we 
started organizing a program for 
children. It started with 
a few children and grew 
into a somewhat more ex-
tensive program, attended 
by about one-hundred-
and-fifty children. The 
contacts are very nice, as 

you see some children coming back for years, which gives mutual 
recognition. 

What do you remember most about the Israel Days?
What always strikes me are the life stories of people from 
different countries and in different circumstances, in which you 
may hear about the wonderful providences of the Lord and in 
which you may see that He continues to gather His Church from 
Jews and Gentiles. He is pleased to use people who are nothing 
in themselves, each in their own place. This makes us silent and 
amazed, and it gives courage to continue the work. 

Is there anything else you would like to say to the readers of 
Israel Magazine?
I would like to say to the children: “Love the Jewish people and 
pray for them, as you will benefit from it, too.” I would like to say 
to the educators: “Include the Jewish people in your Bible stories 
and instill in the children the love for this people. A project about 
Judaism and the land of the Bible is greatly recommended! The 
children are always very involved and enjoy it very much.”
 

How to Engage 
Children in Work for 

the Jewish People
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for the Congregation in Nof haGalil, Israel
Looking for a Building

Rev. M.L. Dekker speaks about it during 
the meeting in Geldermalsen. Out of 
necessity, for the second time, only a 
few Board members and employees can 
be present. Almost a thousand house-
holds log in to the livestream. Others 
watch the broadcast later.
Rev. Dekker and his wife are not there 
either. A year ago, their return to 
Israel was delayed a few months by the 
strict COVID measures of the country 
where they have worked since 2004. 
Last summer they did not come to the 
Netherlands. And now in December, it 
was impossible once more; the risk was 
too great that they would be trapped in 
the Netherlands again. That is why they 

address the congregations from their 
living rooms. Through a crystal-clear 
connection, they answer the questions 
that Rev. M.H. Schot asks them from the 
church in Geldermalsen.

Growth plans
Nazareth was a despised place in biblical 
times, and today’s Nof haGalil (until 
2019 it was called Nazareth-Illit) is no 
different. But the government has big 
plans, says Rev. Dekker. Old residential 
areas that were built for Russian immi-
grants are now making way for new 
construction. For public transport there 
is a light rail to Haifa.
But this makes land and buildings even 

more expensive. The small municipality 
wants to do what it can and hopes to be 
able to purchase accommodation with 
support from the Netherlands. 
“The Lord builds His church through 

“A Home for the Nechama Congregation.” The theme of the annual Israel Day on December 
29 echoed the desire of the small congregation in Israel; meeting in the house of Rev. 
Dekker is no longer possible and moving to the old, Arab city is not an ideal solution. It is 
desirable to have an own accomodation, but this is expensive.
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all difficulties,” says Rev. M.H. Schot. 
“We hope to see many Aarons and Hurs 
in the Netherlands who pray for your 
work.”

Walk-in and store
Israel is strict in measures against the 
spread of the coronavirus, but what does 
not work is keeping a distance. Shaking 
hands and hugging is all part of the 
Middle Eastern culture. 
Thankfully, the small congregation can 
meet every week. The Bible study is now 
held in the coffee house. The store next 
door is busy. There is a lot of interest in 
the second-hand clothing sent by the 
congregations in North America and 
the long skirts sewn by the women’s aid 
societies in the Netherlands. Mrs. Dek-
ker appears next to her husband in front 
of the camera to thank the seamstresses 
for it.

Education in church history
The consistory members come to Rev. 
Dekker’s home for their lessons. They 
carefully study the catechism questions 
together. “Word for word: what does it 
actually say? We often read too fast.” 
The same approach is used in exegesis: 
A Bible text is taken step by step. The 
office-bearers speak Hebrew among 
themselves, but they sometimes fall 
back on their native language for 
complicated subject matter. That is 

why there is a textbook in English and 
Spanish for church history lessons.

Meetings: Looking ahead and looking 
back
Rev. A. Schot opens the Israel morning 
with a meditation on Isaiah 28:16. 
General secretary J.J. de Jong talks about 
the work in Ukraine, Moldavia, and 

Hungary. Next, a video is shown with 
fragments of meetings held in 2021. One 
of the topics during those meetings was 
the revision of the Delitzsch translation 
of the Bible into Hebrew, which is at an 
advanced stage.

Quiz for children
Music by Bert Roest (organ/piano), Pier 
de Jong (horn), and Maurits Willemsen 
(trombone) is followed by a quiz for 
children. The three authors of the 
children’s page in Israel Magazine first 
announce the three prize winners of 
the colouring competition: Mark Peene 
from  Westkapelle, Judith Sturm from 
Middelburg, and Thijn Sterkenburg from 
Goes.
Children read the ten quiz questions. 
These are not easy when Hebrew words 
are asked, but older people may help. 
The questions yield eleven letters, in 

L. Vogelaar

4 Israel Magazine February 2022  Israel Magazine February 2022 5 



two Hebrew words, which can be sent by 
e-mail. The solution was announced on 
February 9 via onderwijsenisrael.nl and 
will be in the next Dutch Israëlbode.

Paved the way
In his closing speech, Rev. C. van Ruit-
enburg expresses his amazement about 
the work that was done. How the Lord 
paved the way, how a congregation with 
elders, a deacon, and now also a minis-
ter was established. The lack of a church 
building in Nof haGalil also shows our 
blessed position in the Netherlands. 
“We hope and pray the Lord will incline 
hearts, that a house of the Lord may be 
built in Israel.”

6 Israel Magazine February 2022

Board member 
J. Seip and Timofej 
Levchenko in front 

of the van.

A van for Ukraine
Recently, a two-year-old delivery van was purchased in Emmen, 
the Netherlands, for the work of the soup kitchens in Ukraine. The 
second-hand van was donated by the Board for Israel in cooperation 
with the Board for Special Needs.

On behalf of the Jewish-Christian congregation Beit Emet, Timofej 
Levchenko flew to the Netherlands and was taken to Emmen by Board 
member J. Seip. From there he drove to Zhitomir. The import and 
registration of the van is currently being arranged. The costs for this 
are also paid by the said Boards. 

We hope that this van can be used for a long time for our far neighbours 
in need.



the New One Is Better

The Old Covenant 
Was Good;

Rev. M.H. Schot opened the meeting-at-
a-distance with a meditation on Psalm 
87. This psalm speaks about the founda-
tion of the church, not on a swamp or on 
sandy soil, but on the holy mountains. 
In the temple, the Lord revealed Himself 
in His glory. Everything there pointed to 
the work of salvation, to the Son of God 

and His sacrifice. 
The Lord has had mercy on people to be 
their God. How can that be, for sinners 
who broke all His commandments? The 
Son of God has laid the foundation with 
His blood. It may be our struggle how to 
get to that foundation, but it is perfectly 
certain: The Lord will count His children 

among them, those who are written from 
eternity in the Lamb’s book of life. One 
day they will sing together: “All praise 
and honour we will bring to Israel’s Holy 
One, our King.”

Bloodshed
During the theme morning, Rev. A. 
Schot discussed the Old and New Coven-
ants from the Old Testament, Rev. D. de 
Wit from the Epistle to the Galatians, 
and Rev. D. Zadok from a Jewish-Chris-
tian perspective. Only the first speaker 
could attend. General secretary J.J. de 

A handful of people in a studio; hundreds of interested people who watched from home via a 
livestream. Who would have thought a few years ago that the annual theme morning would 
be held like this? Nevertheless, even though it was without an audience, the meeting could 
continue on November 17.

L. Vogelaar
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Jong read the contribution of Rev. De 
Wit, and Rev. Zadok had videotaped his 
lecture in his church in Kanot.
The old covenant was good, the new one 
is better, said Rev. A. Schot. The min-
ister from Nunspeet, the Netherlands, 
spoke about Jeremiah 31:31-34 and 
Hebrews 8:7-13. The old covenant is the 
Covenant of Grace before Christ’s incar-
nation. Jeremiah 30-33 is called the 
comfort book of this prophet, among all 
his announcements of judgment. It tells 
us that the coming of the new covenant 
is certain. The shedding of blood in the 
ceremonial worship pointed to Christ’s 
blood. The ceremonies were fulfilled 
in the new dispensation and that was 
richer than the shadow service.

Renewed and fulfilled
Paul mentioned five privileges of living 
under the old covenant: all were under 
the cloud, passed through the sea, bap-
tized unto Moses, ate the same spiritual 
meat, and drank the same spiritual 
drink. The old covenant was limited 
to Israel; under the new covenant the 
riverbed became wider as more people 
were allowed to share in salvation.
Israel wanted the privileges 
of the covenant, but dis-
obeyed the law, which 
served to convict 
of sin, to lead as 
a schoolmaster 
to Christ, and 
to instruct the 
believer how to 
express gratitude. 
This resulted in 
the captivity of 
the northern and 
southern kingdoms. 
The old covenant had not 
failed with that; it cried out for 
the new covenant. God is the Faithful 
One; Christ renewed and fulfilled the 
covenant.

That new covenant is richer; how poor it 
is, therefore, to hold to Old Testament 
traditions. The rending of the veil in 
the temple shows that the old covenant 
belonged to the past. 
Under the new covenant, God’s law is 
not engraved on two tables of stone, but 
on the inside of man. It becomes clearer 

that through the work of the 
Holy Spirit, people come 

to obedience. Under 
the old covenant it 

was heard: “I am 
the Lord, your 
God.” Under the 
new covenant, 
we also read: 
“They shall be 
to Me a people.” 

These two par-
ties are brought 

together: Immanuel, 
God with us.

No middle wall of partition
Paul’s Epistle to the Galatians also 
speaks of this, as appears from the 

contribution of Rev. D. De Wit. The law 
and the ceremonies did not justify; they 
pointed to Christ. Only by faith in Christ 
does a sinner stand righteous before 
God. 
With Calvin, it is clear that this is 
experienced by God’s people from Jews 
and Gentiles. The middle wall of parti-
tion between them is broken. Under the 
old covenant, the Gentiles stood afar off, 
and under the new covenant they are 
brought near. Therefore, circumcision is 
no longer necessary. If we maintain the 
middle wall, we are detracting from the 
unity of the body of Christ. 
Under the old covenant, the way of 
reconciliation was already pointed out. 
The fulfilment in Christ is the better 
covenant that Paul speaks of in Hebrews 
7:13.

Jewish traditions
The Old Testament is the root, the New 
Testament is the trunk, said Rev. Zadok. 
There are those who believe that Jews 
can still be saved under the old covenant 
without knowledge of Christ. They are 

Christ 
renewed and 
fulfilled the 
covenant.

QR-code 
to watch the 

meeting
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mistaken. It is called the double coven-
ant or the broader narrow way, but it is 
the worst form of anti-Semitism. There 
is only one Way: Christ. Under the old 
covenant, believers were also saved only 
by faith in this Messiah, whom they 
expected.
The moral law still stands; we no longer 
have to abide by the ceremonial and civil 
laws. The Reformation placed tradition 
beneath Scripture. That is why the pulpit 
with the open Bible in our churches is an 
exalted place. The Jewish religion is now 
based on the denial of Christ’s work of 
redemption. In order not to create bar-
riers to the proclamation of the Gospel, 
some of the Christians in Israel adhere 
to certain Jewish customs (circumcision, 
no pork, keeping the feasts), but they 
add that there is no salvation in these 
things. Others distance themselves 
more from these traditions, because the 
ceremonies are over. Only Christ’s blood 
offers salvation.

Instructive laws
After the three lectures during the 
theme morning (alternating with organ 
playing), there was a forum discussion. 
The questions that listeners sent in via 
chat or e-mail were answered. One of 
the topics discussed was that it is often 
underestimated how much the Jewish 
people already knew about the coming 
Messiah under the Old Testament. 
When asked if we can learn anything 
from the ceremonial laws, Rev. Zadok 
replied: “We can learn from everything 
in the Scriptures. Those laws showed 
something of who God is. The sacrificial 
service showed the need for atonement 
and the seriousness of sin.”
“The Old Testament contains images 
that point in detail to the complete 
atoning work of Christ,” said Rev. 
M.H. Schot. An example of a lesson for 
today is that before Aaron sacrificed 
a goat and sent another goat into the 

wilderness, he brought a sacrifice for the 
official ministry, a bullock. This was an 
expensive sacrifice, and it shows that to 
the Lord, official signs weigh heavily. 
The consolation, however, is that there 
is a sacrifice for it.
An example of how the civil laws show 
us something of the Lord’s character 
is the commandment to put a fence 
around the flat roof, out of prudence, 
even when people thought they didn’t 
need such as fence. It is a lesson, for 
example, for how we should deal with 
modern media.

Feast of Tabernacles
Rev. Zadok said there has been a cer-
tain transition period between the Old 
and the New Covenants. This became 
apparent when the Lord Jesus com-
manded people to show themselves to 
the priest and offer a sacrifice. In Acts, 
it can be read that Paul went to the 
temple, but in his letters, we no longer 
read about it. According to Rev. Zadok, 
the destruction of the second temple in 

AD 70 can be considered the end of that 
transitional period.
After a question about building a booth 
as a means of evangelism, the Israeli 
minister pointed to John 1: Christ tab-
ernacled among us. This image can be 
used in contacts with Jews.
There are theologians who have calcu-
lated that Christ was born during the 
Feast of Tabernacles and that is why 
the inns were so crowded. The current 
dates of the Christian holidays were 
established in the third century, when 
the Christian church distanced itself 
more from its Jewish roots. 
The emphasis during the meeting was 
on the unity of the church from Jews 
and Gentiles. The Epistle to the Romans 
points out that the Lord will bring in 
many from the Jewish people. This 
gives perspective to the work that Rev. 
Zadok, the Board for Israel, and others 
are given to do.

Lecture 
by Rev. 

D. Zadok
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“We Go by Faith!”

“Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments of the LORD 
thy God, to walk in His ways, and to fear Him. For the LORD 
thy God bringeth thee into a good land … a land of oil olive, 
and honey” (Deuteronomy 8:6-8b).

These Bible verses have been on my mind for the past few 
months. 
It begins in September. The Arab women in the congregation 
start talking about the olives. Is it a good year? Will the first rain 
fall before the harvest, so that the olives can become even tastier? 
And then the annual question comes to me: Do you need oil? Can 
you give us a ride?
Buying oil is an annual ritual. It doesn’t mean buying a bottle at 
the supermarket. No, we take a whole day for it. Because if you go 
out with women from Nazareth, you’re not home just yet.
First of all, we find out in which village there is an olive press, 
because of course we buy fresh from the press; cold-pressed oil 
is best. And the women know exactly in which area there is high 
quality oil. A village high up has the best oil, because the wind 
seems to influence the growth of the trees. And of course it also 
has to be for a low price. So we always end up in the West Bank. 
The olive oil price there is a third lower than in Israel.
Such a journey always gives rise to headaches. We buy oil in 
15-liter jerry cans. For Marita, this is enough for a year in the 
kitchen. But then the calculations and stress begin for me as the 
driver of the car. The women have to buy for their son, daughter, 
and also for a neighbour. And a member of the congregation also 
asked if we could take a jerry can for him. But Israel sometimes 
says at the checkpoint that you can only take four jerry cans per 
car. What can we do? The women say: “We go by faith!”
And so one morning we drive to Samaria. We show our IDs 
and passports at the checkpoint. Getting in is no problem. How 
beautiful Samaria is! I am always amazed. There are still parts 
of untouched biblical land. We encounter shepherds with flocks of 
sheep and goats, as in the time of Abraham. We pass Tel Dothan. 
Here Joseph was in the pit and the wonderful story with Elisha 
and his boy took place. There is a large olive press in the village. 

COLUMN
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Families are reluctantly waiting their turn with dozens of bags of 
olives. We see the press in action, which is wonderful to see. On 
one side the bags are shaken out and the olives are washed, and 
on the other side the olive oil flows out. It is really the good land 
of Deuteronomy, the land with olive oil.
The owner greets us kindly. He recognizes us. How could it be 
otherwise. A Dutchman who comes from Nazareth with a car full 
of women. He told me last year that the women from Nazareth 
are “tough.” This is reflected in the inspection. They have brought 
a bag of pita bread and then the judging of the barrels of oil 
begins. The owner, a Muslim, patiently comes every time with a 
bowl of oil, and the bread is dipped in it and inspected. The oil 
is really beautiful and the taste is excellent. The price is per kilo, 
so the jerry cans are weighed on the scale. We end up with twelve 
jerry cans, 180 liters of oil. How will we ever be able to cross the 
border with so much oil? I say goodbye to the owner, thank him 
for all his patience, and give him John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s 
Progress in Arabic. Before we leave, we receive a small cup of 
strong Arabic coffee. 
But of course we’re not home yet. We pass the large city of Jenin, 
the northernmost Palestinian city. The women want to go shop-
ping there, because everything is much cheaper than in Israel. 
The car gets fuller and fuller. Kilos of fruit and vegetables are 
loaded into the car.
And so we drive towards the checkpoint. I’m getting a little 
nervous. What if everything has to be removed from the car to 
be inspected by Israel for explosives. Then samples must also 
be taken of the oil. That would take at least a couple of hours. 
A silent prayer rises in my heart. We are asked why we were in 
the West Bank. We truthfully answer that we bought oil and that 
we are all from the same church. That helps. We can continue 
without any problems. The women spontaneously begin to sing: 
Shukran laRab! Thanks to the Lord! Here we see the country’s 
wonderful spontaneity.
Shukran laRab! For this blessing of the olive oil.
But then there is also the prayer in my heart: Lord, open the eyes 
of the people in the good land that Thou hast chosen. They have 
received olive oil, but they do not see Thee as the Giver. They do 
not keep Thy commandments and they do not walk in Thy ways. 
And there is no peace.
Dear Israel friends, let us pray for the peace of Jerusalem, that 
the Prince of Peace may be known.

MLD
“But I am 

like a green 
olive tree in the 
house of God” 
(Psalm 52:8).
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for the children!
 

Because we Read Because we Read 
the Same Biblethe Same Bible

Hello boys and girls,

On these pages you will find a quiz. All the best! 

Look, this is the Torah. Those are the first five books of the Bible: Genesis, 

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy. Moses wrote in them what 

the Lord told him. The prophets also did that later. Thus the Old Testament 

is full of things that the Lord God has done and would do later. 

The Saviour would be born! Just as this fruit is full of delicious seeds, 

so the Old Testament is full of promises about Him.

Question 1: What is the name of this fruit? 

Take the eighth letter of this word!

When you read in the Bible what the Lord is willing to do, you 

may pray that the Lord will give what He promises. You can do that 

anytime, anywhere! You don’t have to put on any extra clothes for it. 

That is what Jewish men do; they put this cloth over their shoulder, 

out of reverence for God. 

 Question 2: Do you know what such a cloak is called? 

Write the second letter of this word!

The Bible also contains the commandments of the Lord. They are only good. 

The Lord calls those who keep His commandments His friends (John 15:14).

Question 3: Do you know the Hebrew word for “friends”? 

You probably know it from a famous song. 

Write the first two letters of this Hebrew word!

We all have a Bible. Isn’t it special that we can hold the Word of God in our 

hands? Jewish people are sometimes extra respectful. Then they use this 

silver pointer to point out the words. Look, there’s a hand on it, 

with an outstretched finger. 



for the children!
 

Success!Success!

Question 4: Do you know what such a pointer is called? Take the second letter of this Hebrew word!
The last prophet of the Old Testament again promises that the Lord Jesus will come. 

Question 5: Do you know this prophet’s name? Write the first letter of his name.
The good message of God must be spread everywhere! Psalm 89:15 says, “Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound.” That is the sound of the Gospel. It should sound clearly! The picture shows a “shofar” made from one of the horns of a ram. Glory must also be given to God with musical instruments. 

Question 6: Psalm 150:3 also speaks of a “shofar.” What is it called there? Write the third letter of this word!
If you put all the letters together, you have found the first word. There is another word. Let’s take the map of Israel now! The Lord Jesus grew up in this town in the north of Israel. It’s special, isn’t it, that Rev. Dekker can now tell us about the Lord Jesus here every week! 

Question 7: What is this town called? Take the second letter of this word. 
               The Lord Jesus was not born in this town! His mother Mary            and foster father Joseph had to make the long journey to...    That was a journey of about 150 kilometers!

Question 8: Where was the Lord Jesus born? Write the last letter of this word.
The angel had told Joseph to name the Child of Mary JESUS. That means Saviour, or Redeemer.  

Question 9: Do you also know the Hebrew name for “Anointed One,” the promised Re-deemer? Write the first letter of this word.
Now we come to the last question. There are special promises in the Bible for one nation. Not because this nation is better than other people, but because God has called this nation His people. 

Question 10: Do you know the name of thispeople? Take the first letter of this word.

Now you 
should have 

eleven letters! Seven 

for the first word and four 

for the last word. They are 

Hebrew words. 

Do you know what these 

words mean?



Beside All Waters
Sow

Volumes 3 and 4 have now been translated and designed from 
Dutch into English. A start was made with this series at the 
request of Eben-Haëzerschool in Oud-Beijerland, the Nether-
lands, whose team has published an adaptation of the Dutch 
booklets in a new layout. Both volumes will be used in the 
higher groups for students who are good at English.
Volumes 1 and 2 are now also being translated into English.

 

Last September, you were able to read a contribution about the 
Names and Facts project in Israel Magazine. It is a translation 
project that aims to translate all four parts – with answer booklets 
to volumes 3 and 4 – into English, Hebrew, Russian, and Spanish. 
We would like to keep you informed about the progress of this 
extensive job.

Catechesis
The English translation of Names and 
Facts is crucial for the translation into 
Hebrew, Russian, and Spanish. The Rus-
sian and Spanish translations of volumes 
3 and 4 are in progress. The Hebrew 
translation is of great importance for 
catechesis in Nazareth. We often hear 
that young people from Jewish Christian 
congregations in Israel have little know-
ledge of the Bible. The capacity of Hebrew 
translators is limited. Hopefully, a start 
can be made on the translation of Names 
and Facts this spring.

BOOK NEWS

English 
translation of 

Names and Facts, 
Volume 4

English 
translation of 

Names and Facts, 
Volume 3
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Patience
Another extensive project is the “Bible and Book Ministry.” 
After several new languages have been added to bibleand-
bookministry.com in the past two years, much work is now 
done to expand the number of writings in the current fourteen 
languages on the website. Translation projects are underway 
in almost all of these languages. This is often a long process 

for each publication, which can take quite some time. Super-
vising translation projects often requires a lot of patience. 
When a translation is ready, it is designed and a volunteer 
provides a cover. Then the book is finally ready to be posted 
on the aforementioned website, on which about five hundred 
publications have now been given a place.

J.M. Schot, Board employee

M’Cheyne
Two Arabic translations of works by Robert Murray 
M’Cheyne have recently been completed, namely, 
The Ten Virgins (4 Bible lectures about Matthew 25) 
and Persevere in Prayer (28 meditations on prayer). 
These publications have been given a place on the 
above-mentioned website.

Hanukkah
Finally, we can report that two volumes from the ser-
ies “Bible Narratives” (by Rev. C.J. Meeuse) have been 
published in Hebrew by the Israel publisher HaGefen 
(the vine) on behalf of the Board. It concerns Jonah and 
the Ninevites and Unto Us a Child Is Born. The latter also 
is the first children’s story about the birth of the Lord 
Jesus  in  Hebrew.  It  was  distributed  to  about  40 
attendees during a Hanukkah meeting on December 
6. Will you remember the distribution of these publi-
cations in your prayers? “There shall be an handful of 
corn in the earth upon the top of the mountains; the 
fruit thereof shall shake like Lebanon: and they of the 
city shall flourish like grass of the earth” (Psalm 72:16).

Arabic 
translation 

of Persevere in 
Prayer

Arabic
 translation of 

The Ten 
Virgins

Hebrew 
translation of 

Unto Us a Child 
Is Born

Hebrew 
translation of 
Jonah and the 

Ninevites
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The first time I visited Israel gave a special impression. It was a long time ago, in January 
1995. I had to dig deep into my memory to write something about it. I do not have any 
photos, and where did the slides go? But gradually more and more memories surfaced.

Lessons
in the Land of 

the Bible

PART 1

In 1994, I became a member of the Board 
for Israel. I would travel to this country 
in the Middle East many times for the 
Board. The first trip, however, had a dif-
ferent character. It was my brother who 
asked: “I have to go to Israel for a week 
in January; are you coming with me?” 
After some arrangements I was able to 
answer, “Yes, of course.” It would be 
quite an experience.
The flight was on Saturday with the 

German airline Lufthansa. Airlines from 
Israel do not operate on Saturdays, 
because then it is the Sabbath. And that 
rest day was and is clearly noticeable 
in Israel. The flight was via Frankfurt. 
Something special happened at the 
airport. When the Boeing 747 taxied to 
take off from the runway on departure, 
armoured personnel carriers drove on 
both sides of the plane for security. It 
turned out that Shimon Peres, Israel’s 

deputy prime minister, was also on the 
plane.
The flight was over the Mediterranean 
for the last few hours. There Paul sailed 
and was shipwrecked. Then it went 
lower and lower, and the coastline 
of Israel became visible, a wonderful 
experience. We also saw Jaffa, where 
Jonah embarked. On the left, to the 
north, was the Sharon plain, that the 
Song of Solomon speaks about. “I am 
the Rose of Sharon” (2:1), says the 
beloved Saviour about Himself.
So there was already instruction during 
the flight. Finally, the landing took 
place in Tel Aviv at Ben Gurion Airport, 
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Rev. C. Neele
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named after Israel’s first prime minister. 
It was January, but the temperature was 
pleasant. We rented a car from one of 
the many rental companies. Then we 
took Highway 1 towards Jerusalem. The 
road went up. We sometimes passed 
cypress trees, sometimes monuments, 
then a petrol station called “Samson 
Oil” (it no longer exists). We drove 
through the area where Samson had 
worked. We saw many place names that 
were reminiscent of biblical history. 
What an impression!

The last part of the “old” road to Jeru-
salem was quite steep. The “harp” (a 
special bridge) was not yet there. Then 
I saw Jerusalem for the first time. It was 
the new city, but still special. We later 
passed the walls of the old city. We also 
saw a synagogue where the service had 
just ended. The girls and women wore 
long skirts. It was my first encounter 
with Orthodox Judaism in Israel. There 
are many similarities with our denomin-
ations, but the poignant difference is 
that they reject Christ. By the way, what 
about you?

At the end of the afternoon, we arrived 
at the Hyatt Hotel, in the north of 
Jerusalem. We spent our first nights 
there. When we arrived, it was still the 
Sabbath, as the sun hadn’t set yet. It 
was even noticeable in the elevators. 
Because of the Sabbath rest, you weren’t 
allowed to touch a button. The elevator 
stopped at every floor, and the doors 
opened and closed automatically! From 
the balcony of our hotel room, we could 
see ancient Jerusalem. At night the 

lights were fairy-tale like. The city of 
King David … of the kings of Judah … 
the temple square, the golden dome … 
Enough to daydream about.
On Sunday morning, we tried to read 
from Rev. E. van Meer’s sermons about 
Jerusalem. We couldn’t, because the 
impressions from the environment were 
too overwhelming. In the afternoon, we 
went to Christ Church near the old Jaffa 
Gate to attend a service. The meeting 
was somewhat charismatic and had an 
Anglican background. The “evangelical” 
Messianic congregations meet on Satur-
days. This was another lesson.
Sunday in Israel is like Monday with us. 
Ordinary life is back to normal. The Sab-
bath rest is completely gone. We could 
clearly see this in the hotel. A wedding 
feast was held by Orthodox Jews. It 
was noisy. For the first time in my 
life, I saw what a circle dance 
was. A special experience. 
The men danced arm 
in arm, the hats 
went up and 
down, the long 
black coats 
fluttered. A 

strange spectacle.
On Monday, we visited Jerusalem, 
including Yad Vashem with the impres-
sive children’s memorial. It is in a cave 
with a “stelae” [upright stone slabs with 
a commemorative inscription, serving 
as a gravestone]. It is dark inside the 
cave. By means of mirrors and a few 
light points, thousands of lights can 
be seen. They symbolize the murder of 
one-and-a-half million children in the 
Second World War. It refers to the starry 
sky that Abram saw and to the promise, 
“so shall thy seed be” (Genesis 15:5). 
The names of all the children who died 
are read out there, with their age and 
place of residence. Very impressive.

 (To be continued, the Lord willing)
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Adolph Saphir

Father Saphir’s heart’s desire was that the 
Lord would grant that all his house might 
glorify the Messiah. For this he prayed 
fervently and persistently. That prayer has 
not gone unanswered. The Lord did great 
things in the family of Saphir. In time, the 
entire family came to believe in the Messiah.

Each member of the family has exerted 
a powerful influence for the salvation 
of both Israel and the congregation. 
Particularly curious is the short, godly 
life of the eldest son, Philip, who died 
at the age of 29. He mainly attracted 
the children and often gathered them 
around him, up until his death.

When Duncan had to leave Budapest 
suddenly in the fall of 1842 because of 
his health, father Israel Saphir wept 
like a child, as he felt so much love for 
him. But even after Duncan’s departure, 
God’s work continued in Budapest. 
Every week souls were converted to God.

PART 2
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Adolph Saphir Conversion
Adolph Saphir was twelve years old 
when the Lord called him out of dark-
ness into His marvellous light. As the 
youngest son of the family, he was the 
first to openly profess his faith in Jesus. 
One morning his father requested him 
to ask for a blessing before the meal. 
Adolph poured out his heart in a short 
and earnest prayer, mentioning the 
Name of Jesus Christ. There was great 
consternation in the family, and soon 
some Jews reported that the “Holy Spirit 
had fallen upon the son of Saphir, and 
that he interpreted the Scriptures as 
they had never heard before.”
After his conversion in 1843, he left for 
Scotland with “Rabbi” John Duncan. He 
had been appointed professor of Ori-
ental languages at New College, the col-
lege of the newly founded Free Church. 
Young Adolph followed him, along with 
two other Jewish converts, including 
Alfred Edersheim. Adolph stayed at 
Duncan’s house for six months. He then 
left for Berlin and took up residence in 
the house of Carl Schwartz, who had 
meanwhile married Adolph’s eldest 
sister.
In Berlin, Adolph attended grammar 
school and became acquainted with 
Theodor Meyer, who remained his best 
friend until the end of his life. 
In 1848, he enrolled as a student at the 
New College in Edinburgh. There 
the Christocentric preaching 
of Charles Brown 
appealed to him very 
much. Yet the rigid 
dogmatism he 
thought he per-
ceived in Scotland 

repelled him. Van Valen hypothesizes 
that this may have been one of the rea-
sons Adolph did not become a minister 
in the Free Church.

Life and death
After studying in Berlin and later in 
Glasgow, he obtained his doctorate 
in theology. At the age of 23, he was 
ordained as pastor in the Presbyterian 
Church. He worked in Glasgow and 
Hamburg as a missionary to the Jews. 
Thereafter, he served a number of Eng-
lish Presbyterian congregations, first 
in Shield, then in Greenwich, and from 
1875 until his death at the Church of 
Notting Hill in London. 
Adolph showed great interest in the 
efforts of the Rabbis Lichtenstein and 
Rabinowitz to convert the Jews of Hun-
gary and southern Russia to Christianity. 
In 1887, he was elected head of 
an organization known as 
the “Rabinowitz Coun-
cil” based in London.
He was previously 
involved in a cir-
cular dated April 
25, 1866, to Jewish 
Christians in Eng-
land. It expressed 
the desirability and 

usefulness that as many Israelites as 
possible who believe in Jesus should be 
gathered together to meet on May 23, 
1866, in London. That eventually led 
to the establishment of the Christian 
Alliance of Great Britain. 
Adolph Saphir died in 1891. Shortly 
before his death, Charles Haddon Spur-
geon visited him. He heard him confess 
in complete peace: “God is light, and in 
Him there is no darkness of all.” When 
he breathed his last, the Jew Schijn-
berger stood at his deathbed. After the 
funeral, he spoke the touching words: 
“I closed the eyes of Dr. Saphir’s father 
in Budapest, I closed the eyes of Dr. 
Saphir’s mother, who lived with me in 
Prague, and now I have come to London 
to do the same on his deathbed.” Adolph 
entered the joy of his Lord.

Adolph 
Saphir was 12 
years old when 
the Lord called 

him.

Rev. W. Silfhout
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Remaining to goal

In 2013, I was privileged to go with the Israel Study Trip on a tour of Israel. We shared a wonderful 

experience together with other youth and our leaders learning about the culture, people, and 

history of Israel. This trip instilled in me a special appreciation for the Jewish people and God's 

redeeming plan for them and ultimately this sin-filled world. 

In April 2021, we connected with the Ezra for Israel leadership team and were asked to help 

organize a clothing drive in Norwich, ON. We placed an advertisement in our school newspaper 

and soon had donations coming in. Thank you for all the donations of clothing and funds. The 

Ezra for Israel team provided us with very clear directions and support regarding how to sort and 

organize the clothing. 

A special thanks goes to Maaike and Nick Rosendal and Mary Anne and Steven Stubbe for 

receiving donations and getting them to the sorting location. Also, thanks to Liz and Ken Butyn for helping 

organize and providing the space to sort the clothing. We also greatly appreciate the help of the youth in the 

Norwich community who helped us sort and box up the clothing. We were able to sign many community hours! 

Lastly, a thank you to Liquidation City and Norwich Deli for supplying us with the necessary shipping products.

Finally, 2,157 pieces of clothing weighing 1,058 lbs. were all sorted, packaged, and labeled. Next, it was stacked 

on a skid and sent to Israel to be distributed by Yad Nechema to help those of a lower socio-economic 

background. However, the ultimate goal is to share the "good news" (gospel literally translated) in Israel with 

those who have never heard of the Bible. We can see we are able to do many ‘good’ things; however, may the 

reason we do this be to the honour of God and that sinners may be saved! 

Corwin and Katelynn Butyn 

on behalf of the Norwich Group January 2022

Ezra for Israel

As the Board of Ezra for Israel, we would like to sincerely thank you for the support shown in 2021. We wholeheartedly recommend the 

work in Israel to your generosity in the year 2022 DV. May the Lord bless your gracious offerings for their intended purposes and to the 

honour of His Name.

The Norwich clothing drive has wrapped up and the pallet is enroute to Haifa. We received a thank you message for you from 

our EFI supporters in Ontario.
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