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Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)  

 

 Yom Kippur, Day of Atonement or Day of Reconciliation, along  with Rosh 

Hashanah (the Jewish New Year)  form the “impressionable days.”  According to 

Jewish tradition, God created the world on Rosh Hashanah.  He will also destroy 

the earth on this day.  The Jewish people therefore received delay for Yom Kippur 

for this period of time is for self-examination. 

 For the establishment of the Great Day of Atonement, we must go back to 

Numbers 29:7 where the Lord commanded that on the tenth day of the seventh 

month, a holy convocation must be held and ye shall afflict your souls (Leviticus 

16:30).  No work was allowed on this day but an offering must be brought. 

Leviticus 16:30, 31: For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to 

cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the Lord.  It shall be a 

sabbath or rest unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute forever. In 

Leviticus 16, the Lord gave instructions that the high priest, once a year, must 

enter into the Holy of Holies in the temple in Jerusalem to atone for the sins of 

the people.  We can read in Leviticus the procedures which were required to 

enter the Holy of Holies. We only have to mention the special clothing that the 

high priest had to clothe himself for this occasion and the offerings which he had 

to offer to enter into the holy place.  The offering consisted of two goats. Both 

animals had to be brought to the entrance of the tabernacle.  By lot it was 

established which goat would remain alive and which one would be slain.  The 

one was dedicated to the Lord and was offered as a sin offering.  The second goat 

was chosen to be the scapegoat, and this goat carried the sins of the people out 

into the wilderness.  

 First, sacrifices had to be made.  Then, the high priest, with the blood of the 

sacrificed bullock, entered the Holy of Holies for atonement of his sins and the 

sins of the people.  When the mercy seat was covered with the smoke of the 

incense, the high priest dipped his finger in the captured blood and sprinkled it in 

an eastward direction in front of the ark.  After this, he had to sprinkle the blood 
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seven times on the ground.  Following these requirements, the goat that was 

designated for the sin offering would be slain.   The blood of this goat also would 

be sprinkled on the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat.  By these actions, 

the sins of the past year would be atoned.  The requirements were completed 

when the high priest laid his hand on the head of the second goat as a symbol of 

the transfer of the sins.  Then, this second goat was led into the wilderness 

carrying the sins brought to the mercy seat by the high priest.  It must be brought 

by the High Priest of the New Covenant into our heart so that we, through faith, 

know that we have a shelter behind the blood from the righteousness wrath of 

God. 

 Even though the temple is no longer in existence, the Day of Atonement is 

still observed.  This feast is observed on the tenth day of the month Tishri.  On the 

day before the Day of Atonement, the male members of the family bring a white 

hen or chicken. This is to represent the substitute offering.  This is required to be 

waved above the head three times before it is slain. 

Kol Nidrei 

 On the eve of Yom Kippur, (the Jewish day runs from sun set to sun set) the 

service of Maariv includes Kol Nidrei.  Kol Nidrei means all our oaths (promises).  

At this service, all the oaths to God of the past year that were not kept are 

annulled.  In other words, Yom Kippur realizes and acknowledges one’s failures. 

 After the Kol Nidrei service, there are yet four more services the following 

day: the Shacharit (Jewish morning prayer), the Musaf (a Jewish prayer service), 

Minchah (the Jewish mid-day prayer), and Neilah (the closing prayer service for 

Yom Kippur).  

 At the end of Neilah, the men pull their prayer mantle, the talliet, over their 

head and the women hold their hands over their eyes to concentrate completely.  

Then a festive meal time follows. After the meal, plans to build the sukkah begin 

as a preparation for the following feast Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles. 
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Guilt 

 Guilt requires offering sacrifice.  That is the great lesson of the Day of 

Atonement for us. Christ entered death as a substitute offering for the atonement 

of the sins of His people.  His blood cleanses from all sin.  He is the High Priest 

Who for us became holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 

higher than the heavens (Hebrews 7:26).  The Great Day of Atonement involves 

the confession of guilt and forgiveness.  Forgiveness is not obtained by using all 

kinds of ceremonial activities.  God can find no satisfaction in that.  God requires 

the death of the guilty one because of His righteousness. If God’s righteousness is 

not satisfied, no forgiveness can be granted.  This was the purpose of the blood 

that had to be brought to the right place.  It had to be brought into the Holy of 

Holies on and in front of the Mercy Seat.  It had to be brought before the face of 

God.  Above all, it must be personally applied to the heart.  The holy and 

condemning law could only be silenced by the blood brought to the Mercy Seat by 

the high priest.  It must be brought by the High Priest of the New Covenant into 

our heart so that we, through faith, know that we have a shelter behind the blood 

against the righteousness wrath of God. 

Next topic will be on: Purim 
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