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Sukkot - Feast of Tabernacles /Booths also Festival of In-
gathering 

 

 (Note :  Sukkot is plural…booths; Sukkah is the singular form…a booth) 

 

Desert Wanderings 

 At the end of the Jewish feast month, the Feast of Tabernacles is 

celebrated for seven days.  The Feast of Tabernacles or Sukkot is first of all a 

remembrance of the wanderings of the Jewish people in the wilderness.  At that 

time, the Jews lived in huts of leaves, so called sukkah or Sukkot.  We can read 

about this in Leviticus 23:34-43. 

 Because the feast is during the harvest time, usually during the last days of 

the fruit harvest, it is also a thanksgiving feast for the crops of the past season. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is a joyful feast.  It is also called the Feast of the Lord. 

This feast was a memorial to the wilderness journey after the deliverance from 

Egypt to freedom. Yet it is a most joyful feast. The people of Israel had to 

remember mainly of the beginning of the wilderness journey.  The Lord had 

delivered them out of Egypt to live in booths (Leviticus 23:43). The Lord had freed 

them from the slavish labor of Egypt and was leading them to joy.  Through a 

week in the sukkah, the Jewish people acknowledge by renewal the difficulties 

and God’s promise for protection. 

 This third feast of the traveling feasts begins on the 15th of the month Tishri 

(September/October). The first two days are feast days and no work may be 

performed. After the first two days, five ‘between’ days follow in which work may 

be done. The next two days are also feast days; these would be the 22nd Tishri  

Shemini Atzeret (Closing feast) and the 23rd Tishri Simchat Torah (Rejoicing of the 

Law). On these days again no work may be performed.  
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 The tabernacle/booth/sukkah is erected in the yard on a flat roof or on a 

balcony.  The roof of the booth must be made of palm branches or twigs of other 

trees and willows. The stars must be able to be seen through the roof since the 

people must be joyful before the face of the Lord for seven days.  The booth is 

also stocked with fruits and vegetables which represent the harvest.   

 This feast, according to Nehemiah 8:18, was not celebrated after Joshua 

until the day that the feast was established again in Jerusalem under Ezra. 

  

Lulav (Palm branch) 

 In order to symbolize the joy, people made a bundle of plants, the lulav.  

Lulav means palm branch. These should be green and the largest available.  Next, 

there should be three myrtle branches (hadassim), two willow branches (aravot) 

and a large fragrant citrus fruit (etrog). These requirements were based on 

Leviticus 23:40.   There are detailed writings regarding the requirements that the 

lulav must fulfil. 

 In the sukkah or booth, the man takes the bundle in his hand and recites 

the applicable proverbs.  After this, the man waves the bundle towards the 

creation: to the east, to the south, to the west, to the north, towards the heavens 

and towards the earth.  This is called “trudging”, or moving back and forth in 

prayer.  During the time of Sukkot, male members spend as much time as possible 

in the sukkah.  This is not a requirement for women and children. 

 

 During the services at the synagogue, the lulav is carried while going 

around the pulpit (the bimah).  The Hallel Psalms 112-118 are recited during this 

time.  When Psalm 118 is read, the lulav is waved when hosanna is mentioned: 

Save now I beseech thee, O Lord: O Lord, I beseech thee, send now prosperity 

(Psalm 118:25).  On the seventh day of Sukkot (known as Hoshanah Rabbath), 

proverbs are read.  Hosanna is heard as a refrain during the special liturgical 

forms that are read and the required processionals with the lulav are performed. 
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Water Drawing Feast 

 

 The day before the last day of Sukkot is called Water Drawing Feast.  The 

Water Drawing Feast is related to the Torah in that living water is seen.  Water 

was taken out of the Shiloach stream in golden pitchers. The pitchers were placed 

on the altar of the temple where they were emptied into the silver basins. 

Through an opening at the bottom of the basin, the water flowed to a hollow 

inside the altar walls, which led to the underground foundations of the temple. 

This was performed with much joy.  The basis for this Water Drawing Feast is 

found in 1 Samuel 7: 6: and drew water and poured it out before the Lord and in 

Lamentations 2:19: pour out thine heart like water before the face of the Lord.  

How the unbounded joy of this feast can be related to the circumstances in which 

the cited texts are referring cannot be explained.  In I Samuel 7 it refers to the 

confession of sins and the Lamentations passage refers to the destruction of 

Jerusalem and the Jewish people.  There is therefore more reason for complaints 

than for joy. 

 

 Against the background of the Water Drawing Feast, we must understand 

the words of the Lord Jesus when He stood in the temple on the last day of the 

feast; He stood and cried, If any man thirst let him come unto me, and drink.  He 

that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 

living water. But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should 

receive (John 7:37 ff).  

 

Outlook 

 

 During this joyful feast, there is much singing about the power and the 

goodness of God and His saving hand.  The people looked back to the time that 

they were freed from Egypt and lived in tents in the wilderness.  It is also looking 

to the future, toward heaven, towards the promising God, Who brought them 

into Canaan. So may the church of God look unto Him, Who leads them forth out 
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of the Egypt of sin and looks forward to Him Who has promised that He will 

complete His work until the day of Jesus Christ. 

 

 Even though Passover (Pesach) and Pentecost (Shavuot) have received their 

fulfillment in the New Testament in Good Friday, Easter, and Pentecost, that is 

not the case for Sukkot.  The joy that the Feast of Tabernacles expresses is for the 

children of God in the church militant; it has not yet been fulfilled. The heavenly 

Canaan is still waiting.  The prophet Zachariah foretold of a time when the people, 

Jews and heathens, would go to Jerusalem to celebrate this feast: And it shall 

come to pass, that everyone that is left of all the nations which came against 

Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the Lord of 

Hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles (Zachariah 14:16). 
 

Next topic will be on: Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)  
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