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Exodus 23:14 contains the commandment:  Three times thou shalt keep a feast 

unto me in the year.  This refers to the three great feasts, namely Pesach 

[Passover], Shavuot (Pentecost} and Sukkot (Feast of the Tabernacles). These are 

called the Travel Feasts because at the time that the temple was still in Jerusalem, 

the Jews were obligated to travel to Jerusalem three times a year to celebrate 

these feasts. 

 

Pentecost (Shavuot) - The Feast of Weeks 

 

 The second of the high traveling feasts is Shavuot or the Feast of Weeks, 

also called Pentecost and the Day of First Fruits.  It is the end of the fifty days (the 

period between Passover and Pentecost).  This feast is observed by the Jews as a 

remembrance of the giving of the Law (Torah) at Mount Sinai. The feast is on the 

sixth day of the month Sivan (May/June). Outside of Israel, it is observed on the 

sixth and seventh day of the month.  The Feast of Weeks is also a harvest feast.  

During Passover, barley is offered; during Pentecost, wheat is offered. This feast, 

Pentecost, is called the day of First Fruits since the first wheat harvest is offered 

(Leviticus 23:15-21 and Numbers 28:16) as a thank offering to God for the 

abundant harvest.  Later, it also became the feast of the giving of the Law.  Seven 

weeks after leaving Egypt, the Jews came to the foot of Mount Sinai where God 

gave them the Torah and especially the Ten Commandments (Exodus 19 and 

following).  These seven weeks had to be counted from when men started to cut 

the standing corn (Deuteronomy 16:9-11). 

 Shavuot/Pentecost is also called the closing feast since it is the end of 

Passover.  During the time of Count Down, no weddings were allowed to take 

place and no feasts could be observed except engagement celebrations. However, 

no dancing and music were allowed; in addition, no hair could be cut or shaven.  

After this mourning period, all these activities were allowed again. 
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 The emphasis is on the Torah.  During this feast, the Torah and 

commentaries related to it were studied.  Educated men have directed that the 

whole night before Shavuot must be spent in studying the Torah.  This regulation 

comes from the Midrash (tales and comparisons) from which it appears that the 

Jews in the wilderness on the morning that the Law was given had over slept. In 

order to rectify this, men now maintain a night watch.  

 During Shavuot, the book of Ruth is read by which it is related to the wheat 

harvest and connected to this feast.  The food offering that must be brought at 

Shavuot consists of two loaves of bread that must be waved before the face of 

the Lord. In these loaves, sour dough/leaven is mixed in.  That was not the case 

with other meat offerings.  Sourdough/leaven was always the symbol of sin.  

Therefore, forgiveness first had to take place after which the sacrifice with 

sourdough/leaven had to be offered. When there has been a sacrifice, there is no 

longer a need for the sourdough/leaven of sin. 

Pouring Out of the Holy Ghost 

 The Holy Ghost was poured out on this remembrance day of receiving of 

the law.  We remember that the Holy Ghost came upon the church and God’s 

grace was poured out to the Jews and the heathens.  The prophet Joel prophesied 

about this: And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon 

all flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 

dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: and also upon servants and upon 

the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit (Joel 2:28 and 29). 

  Nowhere in the Old Testament is Pentecost referred to as the Feast of 

Lawgiving.  The Jews have made it thus. The symbol of the wheat harvest is what 

we believe. Pentecost is not the feast of the law but the feast of the Holy Ghost.  

Pentecost is the fulfillment of the Old Testament promise of Joel 2.  In Acts 2, we 

read about the pouring out of the Holy Ghost upon all flesh.  Three thousand 

Jewish men were converted on that day.  Jews will also come to the Messiah with 

the question, “What must we do to be saved?” With the re-establishment of 

Pentecost, the Lord will grant a rich harvest.  Then the symbolism of Pentecost as 

the Wheat Harvest will receive a rich fulfillment.  We pray for the working of the 
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Holy Ghost also among the Jews.  We pray that the law may also be a task master 

unto Christ, so that the Jews may find life in Him. 

Next topic will be on: Sukkot - Feast of Tabernacles /Booths also Festival of In-gathering 
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